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ABSTRACT

he emergence of modernism, |
Cartesian |

animated by the

anthropological philosophy,

" threw overboard the theocentricism of

the Medieval world bringing with it
practical ~ philosophies such  as
utilitarianism, pragmatism, Marxism,
etc, featuring prominently on the
landscape of philosophy, giving impetus
to science and technology. Since then,
three conceptual revolutions occurred
following the works of Copernicus
(1473 1543), Darwin (1809-1882) and
Freud (1856-1939). Each of these
revolutions repositioned humanity with
respect to the universe. Information
revolution is the latest revolution in the
history of western culture, bringing 10
the fore radical changes in the way
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Introduction:
Information revolution
is the latest revolution in
thehlstory of western
cire biinging.tothe
| adical changes in
the way human beings
_understand themselves
gian-a;, thei]if‘ place in the
_universe. Three
conceptual  revolutions
“occurred following. the
| wdr]is ~of Copernicus
(1473- 1543), Darwin
(1809-1882) and Freud
(1856-1939)%. Each of
these revolutions
repositioned humanity
with respect to the
aniverse, In more detail

before Copernicus”
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human beings understand themselves and their place in the universe,
Since the coming of information technology, science and technology
have gone a long way in turning us into cosmopolitans on a global
conference table. With the developments in the area of information
revolution, the major question that this work puts forward is: is
humanity really happy? What are the consequences of this revolution in
the dimensions of society? With the radical changes experienced in the
way human beings perceive themselves, has information revolution
brought more good to the human life or has it dehumanized the human
person? This paper would, therefore, discuss the organizational,
economic, socio-cultural and political consequences of information
revolution. This submits that while information revolution has
tremendously positively affected human life and society, effort must be
made to determine the limit of progress and safeguard the dignity and

integrity of the human person.

Keywords: Information, Revolution, Consequences, Organizational,
Social, Political.

iscovery, human beings thought that the planet Earth was at

the centre of the universe and that the Sun revolved around it

determining the alternation of days and nights and the
succession of the seasons. Copernicus suggested that the Earth is not
at the centre of the universe and that it is the Earth that actually
revolves around the Sun. A few centuries later, Darwin’s biological
studies showed that all species have evolved over time from common
ancestors through natural selection. Darwin’s work showed that
humanity was not at the centre or at the top of the biological kingdom-
Decades later, Freud introduced the idea of the unconscious, divided
the human mind into id, ego and super ego, and showed that our mind
is far from being transparent to itself!,
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technology, where science and technology have gone a long way in
‘turning us into cosmopolitans on a global conference table. With the
developments in the area of information revolution, the major
question that this works puts forward is: is humanity really happy?
What are the consequences of this revolution in the area of
information? With the radical changes experienced in the way human
beings perceive themselves, the universe and interact with the world,
has information revolution brought more good to the human life or
has it dehumanized the human person? Responding to these
questions and more would be the preoccupation of this paper.

THE THRUST OF INFORMATION REVOLUTION

The term information revolution concerns the increase in information
and communication technologies (ICTs). It encompasses the recent
rapid developments in collecting, channeling, and transforming
knowledge3’. Itincludes everything from language, systems of writing
and writing materials to newspapers, books, and magazines, to mass
communications, television, movies, and the telephone, to satellites,
databases, and computer networks. It includes forms of
communication and ways of manipulating information38. It further
encompasses the newest, highest technology forms of IT, including
multimedia and computer networks. The recent technological
innovations in dealing with information are considered by some to l?e
arevolution as important as the invention of the printing press¥.
During the past two decades such technologies have developed fast
and acquired a crucial role both in individuals’ daily practices and in

37 7
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present development is a time of dramatic an

Kupfer said recently of information technology, "the
potential to change human settlement patterns, change the

e interact with each other, change our ideas of what it
These changes have consequences on the

d sudden change5o,
new technology

holds the

way peopl
means to be human."!

human society. Thus, James Burke avers:
Throughout history, radical improvements in the ability to

generate and share information have always triggered
information surge, which has in turn always generated bursts
of innovation that brought into existence new entities, new
kinds of people, new ways to live. The present surge is no
exception; it's just immeasurably more complex than anything
that went before52. ’ '
This section, would, therefore, discuss its organizational, economic,
socio-cultural and political consequences of information revolution.
1. ORGANIZATIONAL CONSEQUENCES

The developments in information revolution have had consequences

for organizational structures. The rationale for centralized,

hierarchical structures--in firms, in governmental agencies, and in
other institutions--is passing. When communication was slow, costly,
or cumbersome, vertical structures were efficient because they
minimized the necessary flow of information and the associated
transaction costs. Much cheaper and easier communication is giving
rise to flatter structures characterized by much more horizontal
communication. Moreover, hierarchies have a way of slowing and
distorting information flows. The direct exchange of information
‘through a flat, networked structure that are facilitated by advancing

|
" Caitlin Howell, The fmpac ‘
- pact of the Information Revolution on F ' 51 ‘
Hoaes o8 wi | i 1 Europe. Retrieved 2/5/17 from
?Itlfg(a.//pdgcs.cs,wmc.cduﬂ caitlin/papers/bodyit.himl gl
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. B:str,ﬁ\n(frctl. .N“m Fogether: Will Being Wired Set Us Free?" Fortune March 20, 1995, p. 51
, James. "Technology and the New World Order." Byte December 1992, p. 324
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information techno.logy today provides an important efficiency
advantage f?r organizations that can create the right structuress?.
The alterations emerging in organizations have important social
consequences. For example, to the “displacement” of male blue-collar
workers from the central positions they occupied in the old,
manufacturing-dominated economy. He went on to speculate that the
disruption of these traditional economic roles had led to changes in
family life-- more divorce, less cohesion within the family, etc.
Information revolution has further allowed individuals to form social
connections with like-minded folks who are not part of the same
physically local community5*. Freed from the restrictions imposed by
geography, each of us can now have multiple identities, arising from
the different “communities” with which we are able to interact.

In the political realm, the speaker noted, the information revolution
seems to have provided a boost for democracy. It seems also,
however, to be leading to more social stratification, although it is not
clear that this reflects the rise of information technology per se or the
increasing returns to education. Advances in information technology
have, of course, contributed to the processes widely recognized as
globalization, the speaker noted. Although it is true that trade and l
investment flows are not a lot greater (in relation to the global
economy) than they were in 1900, the speaker argued that harder-to- i
measure flows of ideas, people, cultural attitudes®s, etc. are much L

greater today than they have ever been. |

Information revolution has had and continues to have serious

2. POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES (|
\
\
consequences on the political and governmental scenes. For instance, |

* Francis Fukuyama, Social and Orgam'zan'anaI consequences of information revolution, ./\ rlmpcr
, : i ion: Political, Economic and Socia
presented at the Global Course of the Information Revolution II;glg: u;u? ‘
« Consequences, Held in Washington DC on November 16-18, 1999.p. A -
Francis Fukuyama, Social and Organfzc.'riomu' consequences of information reve {u on. p. :g
¥ i : NS s of information revolution. p. ¢
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‘n°ther W%y’ information has become the 'New Wealth of Nations,’
the stratgg%c tool that permits a country or company to understand
the dynamic nature of its environment, and next to respond more
quickly-and more effectively-to change."s? E-commerce engineered
by the information revolution has a growth and potential that is
dramatic. It has become so widespread that and its speed of adoption
is unprecedentédﬁo. There is an explosion of growth in retail e-
commerce and in transactional use by small businesses. It has further
broken the many existing barriers to market entries, including
;geographic and market separation barriers, custom and practice
barriers, business scale barriers, etc. information revolution has
“further enabled the increase in efficiency and effectiveness within
existing business models¢l. Companies have now been able to reduce
developmenlc costs and shorten product development circles by
means of e-commerce links with their suppliers. In the business to
consumer relationship, companies have been able to improve
productivity, reduce cost and increased customer satisfaction
through e-commerce. In reducing the cost of production, it also
reduces the price of product and increases the avenue for feedback
- from consumers®2.

4. SOCIO-CULTURAL CONSEQUENCES
The speaker emphasized the degree to which English-language

literacy is synonymous with the globalization of information. This is
the case not only in terms of hardware acquisition, installation, and

alth of Nations." Vital Speeches of the Day March

| '?7 ; if ion - The New We
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repair, but also in the realm of software application's. The dominance
of the English language in the global information revolution is
panied by what he termed the bombardment of Western
images®3. He asserted.that the prevalence of Western images is both
tempting and frustrating, as it may create unattainable desires.

An additional element of the global information revolution is
‘creased social stratification in which those most likely to
participate most actively tend to have fluency in English, foreign ties,
and high degrees of education. Thus, the speaker asserted that the
information revolution is a phenomenon that is largely restricted to
the political elite. He further asserted that only a limited group can
afford to acquire high-tech devices, and that a relatively small group
profits economically from the information revolution. Indeed, in
some place the market for these tools is already saturated®*. He
further noted that it aids trans-national movements, creates new
sources of authority, and widens socio-political gaps®®.

accom

EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION

Technology and society have a symbiotic and interdependent
relationship; and technological developments have worked as a
panacea to create the ever elusive digital bridged that has advanced
human society in ways too numerous to enumerate. The present piece
recognizes that our places of work and relationships with one another
are gradually being reshaped by the information revolution. It
understands that improved communications is changing the way that
individuals spend their time and what the social consequences of
these changes might be. The forgoing has, therefore, studied the range

(.‘ - . - . 1 . ¢
John Alterman, The Social/Cultural Dimension of Information Revolution. A paper prcscnlcd L

(:Inba'l Course t.:i‘ the Information Revolution: Political, Economic and Social Consequences. Held i,“
Washington DC on November 16-1 8, 1999, p. 35
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all cultures will be subsumed within single set of meanings (Us
meanings) at the expense of local, indigenous cultures.

This notwithstanding, a glance at this paper reveals that, the two most
important impacts of Information revolution are economic and
technological ~ globalization — and cultural  decentralization,
Globalization, defined as the international growth of exchanges
‘through the development of communication is a concept reflecting
the increasing economic and informational interdependence of
separate nations. Cultural decentralization, or localization, is the
trend in which people identify more strongly with their local culture
as geographical boundaries lose importance. The information
revolution is moving us towards a better integrated world market
economy as we move towards a more complex and fragmented earth
culture Freer economic boundaries and increasingly complex cultural
boundaries redefine peoples identities; we will be removed a step
further from the agricultural age concept of territory as well as a step
from our current political identities. This is a thing of concern as
Mgller asserts that "The national state is based upon the idea of
territory. If or when territory loses its importance, so does the
national state."¢®

While every revolution comes with its challenges, it always does with
its goods as well. A key good characteristic of the social, political,
economic, cdltural, etc. changes is that today, to a larger degree than
previously, people can truly choose how to do their work, live their
lives, and spend their time. The information revolution has increased
the transparency of government operations and about the
consequences of this increased transparency. The regulation of
information revolution resides in the human person who has the
capacity for reason. If there is any blame at all, it must go to huma®

0Hf ” -. v
Maller, J. @rstram. The Future European Mode
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ager, 1995, p, 24,
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